
Do you 
have 

what it 
takes?

Work Book



Work Book
an aptituDe test for 

(un)seen work

By Jane Gilmor
2010

with contributions from lesley wright

Funded in part by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts



WorkBook 
Quiz #1

Work  
PErsoNAlity

Multiple choice
For each question, circle the response  

that best describes you.



1.  The quality or strength  
i can be counted on to 
display at work is:

a.  responsibility

b.  time management skills

c.  morbid sense of humor

d.  use of literary references in 
awkward situations

2.  My attitude toward  
work is:

a.  work hard—play hard

b.  work equals love

c.  it’s a necessary evil

d.  it builds character and pays 
the bills



3.  At work when i’m feeling 
discouraged i often:

a.  take a break

b.  Become consumed with 
self-pity

c.  slow to a crawl

d.  have a big piece of apple 
pie

4.  i  like to:

a.  work a long hard day

b.  loaf on the job and text 
message 

c.  Come late and leave early

d.  watch everyone who is 
working



5.  When i look around me 
at work i see

a.  nothing but more work

b.  the Break room

c.  a challenge

d.  the refrigerator

6.  People who know me 
best at work say i am:

a.  jealous and competitive 
(obnoxious)

b.  methodical and reserved 
(rigid)

c.  overly sensitive to criticism 
(a nut case)

d.  dedicated and traditional 
(boring)



7.  At work i have a great 
need to:

a.  be accepted

b.  punch my boss in the face

c.  start a hostile take over 

d.  sleep

8.  in work situations i 
usually:

a.  try to keep everyone around 
me happy

b.  be sure everyone’s job gets 
done even if i have to do it

c.  talk to myself quietly

d.  work as fast as i can so i 
can get the employee of the 
month award again



9.  i work so that i can:

a.  take care of my family

b.  take care of myself and my 
cat/dog

c.  get out of the house

d.  have something to do

10. The work i do is:

a.  necessary in my community

b.  necessary in our world

c.  worthless but puts food on 
the table

d.  what is it that i do?

SCoriNG:  
all “a’s” — you pass
all “D’s” — back to school!
mixed — you’re confused!





WorkBook 
Quiz #2
story 

quEstioNs



if you were working on the 
line at the shoe factory and 
you were required to put 
the soles on 105 shoes an 
hour and you work 10 
hours a day, 6 days a week, 
how many weeks will it 
take you to sole 250,132 
shoes?

a. sixty weeks

b.  twenty-five miles an hour

c.  who cares

d.  i quit



if your tractor goes fifteen 
mph maximum and you are 
needed in the hog lot three 
acres away, how long will it 
take you to get there?

a.  not long

b.  fifteen minutes

c.  the hogs are gonna starve

d.  4.2 hours including lunch 
break



if, in your life, you worked 
for a total of 50 years but 
were laid off twice, 
unemployed for 17 months, 
laid up with a bad knee, 
and between jobs 9 times, 
how many days total did 
you work?

a.  a bunch

b.  12,000

c.  40,000

d.  an eternity



At the local convenience 
store, how many 
transactions does the clerk 
handle on an 8-hour shift?

a.  50 gas sales,  
39 newspapers,  
7 beer runs,  
29 donuts, and  
65 cigarette purchases

b.  320 customers

c.  42 old guys,  
18 young women,  
36 construction dudes,  
10 pesky kids

d.  it’s all a blur
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